The Fi-Glass Firestar is constructed to meet a $30,000 price-paint, but it's also
built to perform and provige long, reliable service. Geoff Green was pleasantly
stiprised when he drove one on Lyttefton Harbour.

= i-Glass Bosts in Christchunch

is  Mew Fealands  oldes
fibreglass  production  boat
builder. Frank  Simpson
founded Fi-Glass Products in

1958 and built the company’s first
fibreglnss boat in 1959 - o clinker-style
dinghy called the Fisherman, More
than 10,000 moulded ibreglass boats

later, the comipany is stll going strong.

Fl-Gilmss was once the undisputed
market beader and popudsr models Hie
the Lightning, Dominator and Viscount
i production peak ab maore thun GO0
baats per year in the mid-70s

Hut Mew Zealands boom-and-bust
eeonomy made such high production
levels imipossible to sustain and as
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Frank sought an easier life, prodhection
was reduced o aboul 120 boats per
vear thoughout the "B and "=

o sodime extent. the company
comsted along on existing models and
many  other  brands  became
extablished on the market. Then, in
19565, Frank's son., Geifl Shinpson, joined
thie firm. alming o build on the
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|.1|||1p::|n"'-. oo prarmee and |.]|"|.'|-1|p
mew  masdels w0 boost sales  and
rejuvenate e dealer netvwork

The: 5.2%m Fin=siar is one ol Do
new models developed [odmtly by
Frank and Grill. A pre=production
wersion was medeased of ihe 20000

Auckknd Boait Show amd, afier seeking

feedbBack froam the public and dealer
network., they misde some minor
changes The production mosde] wis
relEnsed al the Christichuich Baoal
Shosy in Sepiember 2000

Ll siys the Firestan is produced as
o mid |.'|||:::.'-I-'1.|:'| st bt o a viery
conmpetitive price

“Hud it s Huilt o perionm wnd give
ong serdice. iUs CFL L'rrm||E.:|||I. and
carpeted and lined throughout. YWie
Feimvee I @ viery good response i lenns
o retall sabes thioiggh M Boars”

Mr Boats, in Christchurch and
Timard, are marine refall  outdels
ewvried by FH-Gliass Products Lid

The Firestar uses the Fidlpss
Senator hull that has been on the
mearked for six years.

“We specifically  designed  the
Firestir to utilise the Senatoc bl
bicause people loved its hamdling and
ricle, bt sy |l"|l'!|'l"‘, wiribedd o i1i,y;gq,':r
cabin that was more practical for the
family. The Senmor & really a big
rumgbout, while the Firestar hos a
brger cabin, a slightly smaller cockpit
and small side decks"

Grifl says the Serator & the first of
Franks varabde deadnse disins, in
which the deadrise changes across the
section and lomggindinally,

“Its 21 degreesat the stern, which is
about the deepest vee you would want
to incorporate in a boat this sie.”

The Firestar hall has one marmowy
Fl|i|.||ir|._|.; sirake prer gacle, ]1I:I!1:ili1:|rll_'il
close o the chine which B tumed
thimymy e 15 aboant TOmm wide at s
wighest point, Frank savs the simkes are
just enough 0 break the willer away

Top Righl: Frask (ngit and' Gdff Simpson
Right Mhe seafing plas afiers Me choce of
v pedestal weads rﬂlﬂn'dtmﬂpmlha'il.l
Gpdnnal haim Sack-lo-ack sexls, or & & of
bodh, There are alse oY seals o0 aither Side 1
o e pedBoar el -
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and furm it dovwr

1 don’t think small boais ke he
Firestar need wide strakes because they
detract from the ride and generate 1o
much noise"

I'he Firestar is constructed with a
one-piece fibreglass stringer and floor
moulding, glassed ingo the bottom of
the hull. This incorporates the central
under-floor siorage well, the short
cuddy cabin bunk seats, cockplt floor
and stringers supporting the hull,
Griff says this construction method
makes the Flrestar quick 1o
manufacture and lmmensely sirong,

“Apan from a few phywood pads,
glassed and glued in o wke the
fastenings for the pedestal seats and
rod holders. no tdmber is used i the
Firestar’s construction. Even the skie
shelbves are moulded Abreglass”

The mansom |5 cored with two
grades of high-density Klegecell foam
that give a strong, Eght ransom but
won't crush under the compression of
the engine mountng bolts,

“It's a linle more expensive than
phwood or pine, but at the end of the
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dary you end up with a lighter, stronger
product with no chance of waler
uptake or swelling. We've been dolng it
fior five years on the Dominator and it's
a welkproven system.”

Two-pot  closed-cell foam s
pumped into the cavides under the
floor on both sides of the central
storage well and under the cuddy
seats. This eliminates storage space
normally available under the seats but
makes the boat unsinkable if used
within normal bounds.

“You coukd pull the bungs out a1 sea
and nothing would happen aparn from
tiking on a bit of water nto the central
starge well™ Frank says.

The foam also reduces nolse
transmission through the hull and
cofntribuies to the Flrestars relatvely
(uiet progress through the water,

The seating plan offers the cholee of
twin pedestal sears (standard
configuration), optional twin back-10-
back seats, or a mix of both. There are
also aft seats on either side of the
outhoard well. They are simple affakrs,
with a flat square squab and a small
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backnest fived 1o the deck mouwlding.
Theey are mot large but useable, with an
option of fitting a thied central squab o
create a short-lenm resting spot,

The optional back-to-back sea
module provides additional storage
space in the Gbreglass seat base and
this is accessed through openings
under bath seat squabs. The Inside of
the fibreglass base s flow coared
whiere you can see it, and ansched (o
the floor using aluminium angle and
strews. [ would probably take pwo or
three dive tanks.

The Firestar | drove on Lyrelton
Harbour had owin pedesial seats and
wias  built 0 the emrylevel
specification, apart from the ski pale
and canopy.

It was powered by a brand-new
Q0hp two-stroke Yamaha that gove
27mph at 3600rpm and [ thought it
wits 1 good match for the Finstar
Producing 31mph at 4000rpm. [ wotld
think the boat's maximum speed. once
the engine was run in. would be well
iver 4lmph, lightly loeded with two
adults and one tote tank of gas.
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The Fivestar uses e F-Gfass Senalor il taf bas been o the manksd for alx jeavs. FHGiass

diesigned fae Firestar fo wiilise v Senafor bl becarse peopin bved iy frandiisg s ride, bad mary
birpers weetied a bipger cabin that was mave prachicel for the family

Certainly, the 130hp  maximum
recommended outhoard size would
produce o rocket ship and 1 woald
ml!:..' o there 0 yoo  pariculaly
wartedd o o Fasn

The 80hp engine package suits the
base models use of tome anks The
Fireslar Gumies up o kour tole tanks
uncher the portifinn stem, two each
side, The batlery and oil mank ane
misunied in the centne whille a bigpe
pump & mounted o the rear of the
unchert oo Companment, A& dome-on
cirtain hides the e and bateny; and
tiglies wp the presentation of (he
traresoam ameik. An B0-lire under-floor
tank can be freedd, bBur this option
eliminaies the ander-Noar storiage
space through the cenire of the Baat

My lirst ITNPRESS0n Was thar the
Firestinr gol on e plane very easily
withoul miking the bow, Thene i5 no
transitonil hamp and N RS frodm
displacement speed 10 |1|.r||.|:||:!; e
plane comiorabiy ot Ih|1|||I: withdmil
any majpor arcitude change 00 jus
cruised alomg ar limpsh and | could
B saar ehwiere all |1:::. a5 we nepokizned
e imoelerale -:']1|_|| 1

Thie etk thade mm witth the wind ancd
altbumegh the harbour had no shite
caps, they werent Br from omming
Waler comditions werent rougle bu
Ihl':,.' wiere pestingg, iwnd the Firestars ride
and periormmence: |rJ|':|urLIil.' .-Llr[lrlu'-l.l

Page 4 boatpontcon:z

mie. I don’t know why | expected the
contrary. Perhaps, because the boat ks
built to a basic formula, | had mentally
chiwmgradled its performance to match
its price. But this is not s

At 2¥mph, 1T wes happy o =it
comfortably out of the slipstream. At 32
miph it tracked well and was light on s
ek, and with a littke more boat speed
(35mph), it just skipped acmss the top

DK, 1 thought, my pre-conceived
notions sl nod fully dispelled, whs
hiappens when | fake the wavies on the
forwand quirter af 30mph? | dido’t pet
wed nor bashed about, 1 could seill st
the helm, although | did choose o
stand in 2ome of the mugher bits whene
Ale waves wene almost white capging,

Within the contest of a relatively
shnrt run and 4 ghily loaded boat, |
wits impressied with haosy the Finestar
L Bowis responsie, handied well
ardl roce nicely

Seated or standing, the helm
position 15 coamfortabde and slthough
sirmpdie in form and fumction, it features
all the contrls and meadouts necessany
for @ day'’s boating,

Thie cuckly ks open to the cockpit
with a stainkess grab mil firted between
the helm module and the driver’s
fooines] o provide a secune handhold
a5y miove Inand out. The dash on
thee prassengers shle s o away for
besttisr oocess knto the coddy aned a band
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of uphinlsiery finishes this anea,

The foredeck is set up withoa large
Weaver foredeck hatch (easy to pet
my shoulders through) and an
exterma] sell-dmining anchor locker
with a himged Hd The faiclead and
bolland ame dght on the bow, but still
an casy siretch when standing in the
side-opening hatch,

Gril acknowledges - evien neinforces
- that the Firestar is built oo price,

“Wve ame ieving (o oller a base-Hne
package that maximises size, space
and perdormance for less  than
530,000, 1 don't know any 176t boat on
themarket that can maitch the Finestar
with 3 90hp Yamaha at 529,995,
However, wie find many dients enjoy a
certain amount of customisation and,
of course, we are happy to it any ixira
the buyer wanis,”

And he is right. The Firestar miay
appear simple and be produced o a
price. but It presenis well (campet,
uphaolstery and cabin lining are
standard], It offers ample cockpit
space and o useable cuddy 1o store
pear or shelter children from the sun
af ndverse wiealher Maore
importantly, © handles, rdes and
performs very well, |

SPECIFICATIONS

LOA: 5,35m

Hull length: 5.25m (17h)
Beam: 2.0dm
Deadrise: 21 gegres
Recom. Power: TO-130hp
Trallerable weight:

650kg plus engine

Standard equipment:

tanigation lights, bdge pump, lingd
cockpit and cabin, carpet




