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For more than 40
years Fi-Glass
Boats have put
boats and boating
within the reach
of ordinary New
Zealanders.
Steve Raea

and Paul Smith
traveled to
Akaroa to
sample the
award-winning
Fi-Glass

Senator Excel.

The Fi-Glass Senator is an
easily driven hull with the

single planning strake
daoing i job well

inca 1958, Fi-Glass boats
have largely domenated
the fiberglass traffer boat
frdrkel. pm-c!m:lngqramgr
of affordable family boats, it s a
company that has boomed in good
times and sunvived through the
bBad, I:||:';|'|1|.-r'|||1g % Beit 2% required
Io emsure its langevity when other
mamiacturers e fallen by the
wiyside. That suceess can be
uFeIg,- Minoeted o one Ijrl'-'II'IE
principle that s as vahd today as it
was in 1959 = a quality produwct at
an affordable prace

F-Glags founded and deecton
Frank needs  no
intrachuction. He s something of a
Godfather in fiberglass boat
comsiruction and his contribution
o the

Simpson

Mew  Jedland manné
industry was recognised in May
with  the Boating Industries
Association mmaugural  Lifetsme
Achievament Award

rj.pl:{l.:til:.- 1:'.l:|ng_
therefore, that Frank Simpson and
his Fi-Cass Senator was mwarded
Best Power Doat ai the recen
Chrichurch Boat Show

It wis

From Fumble bl:'Ell'Il'III'IE'!. in
1958 manufacturing fiberglass

H-GLASS SENATOR

shower trays and washiulbys, Frank
Sirmgrson and hes ieam of ploneers
built up a fiberglass boat building
empire that saw Fi-Glass scale
dizzy heights to become Mew
Zealand'’s largest fiberglass boat
manufacturer in the mid 705
turning out mane than &0 unds a
yra

Early designs included the Fi
Class Figherman, the Vit ount
Mew Zealand's fird full-moulded
cabin boat - the Dominator and the
ever-populsr Frecnest

But Mew foaland s Hoorm-Bust
econdmy made such  hegh
production bevels impossible to
sustaen and, as Frank consolidated
production was scaled back 1o
absout 120 baoats a year throughout
the "Bk dnd A0k

To some exiend, the compary
coasted along on existing models
while other brands became
established in the fibreglass boat
rarkeE

in 1995, Frank's son, Griff
Simgson, joined the Tem and was
initally sent up country 1o Rogers
Boatshop to kearn how, in his own
waords, to market and s boats
Following his “apprenticeship. ®

Gl returmed 1o the Chnachurch
factony where he eventually ook
awer from his father as Managng
Direcior and s81 3 new COWMS,
ﬂ‘E'-'I'."'I'.'IpIrIEL ey modets and
rejuvenating the Fi-Class deaber
network

Hard work and re-imeesiment
in the F-Glass assembly ling s
now paying dividends with the
company lifting production to
about 250 boats a year, The most
i i Ta [0 5 1] :Ivl"'-.lgl' in the Fi-Calass
Fanghe i5 the L:EI'.1n|ngf|:\-Il|:-'.'.-|_'|:I b',,
the Firestar/ Dominator series, the
Wamor and the Senalor

The company now sells its
products through a tight dealer
network, the most successful of
which s Fi-Class's  own
Christchurch  dealership, A
Bty

The 5.5m Senator Excell was
one of four new models
developed jointhy by Frank and
GCrift and parhaps, more than gy
of s d{:-.lg.':_ caplures  the
estence ol the company's
philosophny = quality at a fair price

Designed primarily a5 a famiy
runaboyt, the Simpson’s sought to
offer in the Fi-Cliss Senator the
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aftributes that cater for peneral-
purpose recreabional usage: A
roery  cockpit, a dry  and
comfortable  ride, exsy and
predictable handling and a modest
trdalisabale ershl = 3l weelhan
afferdable financial parameters

In the eight years since the
Senator was frst relessed, Frank
has come 1o think of this design as
his best, especially the underwater
lines. It comes as no swprise,
therefore, to leam that the Sentor
i Frank's own choice of Fi-Glass
boat o suppon hs Mardborough
Sourids holiday home.

The Senator was the first of the
Simpson's  wvanable  deadrise
designs i whach the deadrise
changes across the hull section,
baoth latitudinally and
ongitudhnaily,

The Senator hull has a single
planing sirake each side positioned
close to the ching and twned
down. While just 70mm af its
widest point, the single strake
effectively breaks the water away
from the hull and twrns it down
Amy wader, says Frank, and the
noise of water slapping the hull
becomes mntrussee

The Senator fodlows
consiruction technigues commaon
across the F-Class range. The bl
is laid-up in solid GRP with closed-
cedl foam filing between solid GRP
FAFFRErs.

The transom i reinforoed with
Klegicell while the floars ase

—_——

mouided separately and glassed
intes the hull, The GRP deck and
supersiruciure 15 fitted out wath
instrumentation, steenng, winng,
lights and stanless fatings before
being attached to the hull

All upholstery s completed in-
house 50 foo o the final detailing
and graghecs package before the
completed boat is kbwered on a H-
Glass  desipned  and  bush
gahcanised steed trailer

The Senator design has a small
cuddy cabin foresrd that s
intended to anhance the sl
nature of the boat rather than offer
4 full cabin Facility, The cuddy &
fully lined and provides sitting
shiefter for two adults and two
children, dry storage and access to
the bow for anchoring duties via a
Large polycarbonate hatch

Far those wsers who poefer a
Larger cabin at the experse of 4 less
cockepit space, the F-Glas Firestar
model offers such a design while
utilinig the same hull as the
Senator,

The miror-calm  waters of
Akaroa Harbour failed to provide
any meaningful assessment of the
Senator's ability to handle choppy
conditions. but while the boat rode
beautifully as expected in the calm,
the hull design suggests it should
perfarm st as well in the rough

Previows Trade-A-Boat edifor
Ceoff Green tested the Senator-
hulled Farestar on a lumgy Lyttehton
Harbous dand was impressed by the

hull’s pedormance: "1 didn't get
wet nor bashed about. | could still
sit at thae helm, although | choose to
stand in some of the rougher bits
where the waves were almost
wihile Cappang,

Within the context of a
relatively shor run and a lghtly
loaded boat, | was mmpressed with
haw the Firestar ran, It was
responsve, handied well and rode
nicety.”

Wi shared those sentments
We too found the hull responded
well 10 the hilm and was quick 1o
find the plane when the throtbs
was opened, even with the motor
moderatehy frimmed

The Senator rose 1o the plans
affortlessly without kfting the bow
and thene was nd transtional hyrmp
1o work ower. Dhsplacement speed

10 a hevel plane ocowrs at about

= W

We had two examples of the
Senator available = one fitted with
twtry bk to back seats, a carpeted
cockpdt sole and a brand few
T00HP Yarmaha four stroke engine

The other was fitted with two
pehestal seaty, a vinyl cockpit sole
and a new S0HP Mercury two
stroke ongine

Both packages offered the
same lop speed of 435 mph at
G000 rpm and accelerabon wis
equally similar

The Yamaha-powered boat wis
marginally quicker off the mark,
bt the Mencuny-powened boat
quackly hit its stride in the mad
range, keeping the boats neck and
neck

Howsrver, the additonal cost of
the Yamaha four stroke engine was
quickly justified im rmy mind with its
superbly quiet, smooth  and
pre-surmbsly econmomacal operation

But whether the guieter
operation of the four stroke




Pioneers: Gnff Simpson, left.
and his father Frank.

$&000
difference between the Yamaha
and the Mercury s a matter of
pErsonal Lasie

eQuates o the e

[he Senator o produded 4% a
mid eriry-evel boat, built to a very
COHTHICIR D DNCE

It s also built to perform and

{ rediable and trouble

Ve years o
frese sErvice wwhile retaan ng 1he
pood kot nbErent in Ill'.rr"l.;:a-.-.
Donsmucion

Resale walues are exceflent fore
wed-masnduned boats. The hull 5
CPC (Coastpuand) compliant and
WMLy L e Eiven ne
generous use of foam wnder-floor
l'.h-.l-:r:,.'.ar.e'-,-

Gt Sampson
former deslers dad the Senator a
et of & dissenice in describing it a5
FRLT !:,.'-"rdg:d :_'..-.‘.l-::l':,- Eabwii BoE
wwheen it would be better descnbed
&5 an all-purpose runalbout

it was for that reason F-Glass
aunched the Frestar model in
JOO0. wetuch at 5.5 metnés. fEs 4
arger cabin but smaller cockpit
and sache decks

WYY SO

The Senatof is something of 3
ack-of-all-trades. It wall happily
accommodate hour anglers with
enough repm wp fonsard bo show
the skis o wakeboard if the fish
aren’t biting

Conversely, the Senator is a
greal picnic boat for the less
acdveniurows, B B easily towed
and easy to get on and off the
trasber.  This 3 an  imporiant
consideration for older buyers
And with a height of pst 1.96

rrEbres on the rnler, Uhe Boal woll

I cn:-r"lf._'nrlnhl:,. in mast garages

Gl Srmpson makes no bones
about the fact the Senator is built
1o 3 prce

“We've always been about
affordable baoating Wim
ackneenedpe that our boats are
built o a pnoe but | cowid
confidenly buyars
to fd a better alkround
package for less than $35 000

What we offer © a base-line

-;h.1|'-_'r|y_"

package that manimises s, Spadie
and  performance
sacrficing strength and quality,

withoul

I:a-_r:.ne'r-:. e gt 3 hl,i_'.l'll‘:,- et o
boal there 5 no
shortage manufatiurers to call on.”

While price equaies o exiras
bath Senator models tested wens

IFLE 'I:urr'-'-.t-:.-' l!'.!ll'.'-h'lal“\. wilh

tradhoe then

nathing o add but fued and water

That i itself & refreshing. As
fve said betore, buying & Dom
should Be g Jmgee and leaturable
busness - nol a iransachion
littered with uncertainbes because
of a spec sheef that reads ke a
phone book

With the Senalor range whal
you Sea 1S what you pet. There are
options bt none of them
esseritial, These include an under-
Thotr tank,

and

fued SUM  Canopy,

braked-trases the wusual
elachronics

Development conlinues 10 be

i big part of the FioGlass Butness

g thers v 3k o new model
on the drawing board but Griff s
nol giveng (oo much away a1 thas
wrage

Moedieas to say it will no dogbd
rasE the bar anoliher notch in
terms of comiort, chesign arid

altordability. W
Length overall
Length hull
Beam
Deadrise

Height on Trailer
Cabin dimensions

Price as tested:

ECIFICATIONS

FI-GLASS SENATOR EXCELL

3.50m
525m
204m

21 degrees

Recommended HP 70 - 130HP

1.96 metres
1.25m x 1.10m

Cockpit dimensions 30mx 167 m

$39, 372 inc G5T
(Yamaha 100 HP)

$ 33,300 inc GST
(Mercury 90 HP}

FI-GLASS SENATOR




